
I have owned and floun a 1979 Cessna 414A for l4 months, accumulaljng 2j5 hours iD
aii sons ofcondilions. I bough( it to replace a very nice Cessna Il l0R. which I fle$,for
about a year. N4l4LL is known-ice, with RAM VII engines, vortex genemlors. winglets,
a Shadin fuel nanagement st-s1em and complele copilol inslruments. It is equipped with
Garmin 530/-ll0 and audio panel; Avidyne EX-500; Bendix color radar, Skywatch
Collision Avordance and Strikefinder, all of*hich display on rhe Avidyne. I added a
third AI. the Mjd-Conlinent version willr battery backup. GAMI fuel injectors. a JPI
engine anal\zer and a Gannin 396 which sits on rry yoke. uith Nexrad uplink and
rudimentan TAWS.

I waDted all this stufl so I car fly long tFR legs (7-800 NM), avoid other trafllc, stay
away from airplane-killing weather and towers, and have double- and triple-redundancv.
The weakest link in the uhole deal is the Cessna 800 series autopilot-someti.nes lhe
allitude hold j ust doesn't want to work. Although I have no lrouble hand-flying rhe
airplare. as a single-piJot operator I would nol consider flying the airclali on I long trjp.
IFR or not, rvithout a working autopilot.

The upgrade lrorn the T310R came about because rny family. including a dog, cannot all
be \',earing nosebags. Tbe pressurized conrfort oithe 414,4. $hich produces an 8,000 ti
cabin at 22,800 ft. cannot be overemphasized. The sound levels are greatly reduced
because ofthe thickness ofthe windou,s and pressure vessel fuselage. Basically. it is rhe
flyilg carpet my wit'e always wanted. including a pofty! Ifyou are wondering. the
rvingJets really do uork. I typically get215-218 KTS at mid-weight at FL 220. running
729.i, porver.

Here's an evol mole interestiDg thing-normally, the RAM engines want to gulp do$n
I 9-22 GPH a side al higher po*er senings. Ho$eler. thanks to the GAMIS and the
graphic engine monilor, Icansetthefuelsflowsatl3-l4cPH(That'snotaF-por 13-14
GPH) at altitude. watch the TAS sink lo 195 KTS. and drive (he aircraft for nearly 7
hours. I recently completed a 5 hours rrip \ ith 1.5 hours offuel lefi ar the desrination.
afrer holding lbr 20 minutes and shooting an ILS. Yes, the e:rgines nm smoolhly. No,
RAM doesn't endorse that leaning tecbnique, but my engine monitor rells me otherwjse.

The 4l4A has an excellent satety record for good rcason. It is a very stable insrrument
pla(brm. and I find it as easy 10 Land as the T3l0 or anl ofthe large singles I'\e 1lo!!,1.
The crossuind characteristjcs are good, and it's easy to mal<e "squeaker" landings. I'm
required to anend an approved school annual lbr recurent ftaining. It's an excellent ide4
regardless of bow much time )ou have. I use SimCom. My instructor. a 20,000+ hour
ex-airline pilot. teaches using dre autopilot as moch as possibLe.

I wa! lbnuDals 1r> have a consunrDate pro help rle jD locotjDg my prevrous T.j l0 aDd llre
414A: Jen] Temple. lfyouare going to look for a complex pressu zed twin ofthis sort.
use a seasoned professjonal to help in the acquisition process, including pre-buy,
valualion and negotiation. LlsinB prol-essionals from the stan uill help mitigale an)
unexpected and expensive surprises. This is a complex aircraft and will need { higher
Le\'al (rfskiLl aLld expe ence lil acquire and msintain. You should seek out 0$d usc a $err-



kno*n shop with twin Cessna experience to maintain the 414A, including the annual.
The Twin Cessna Ownerc organization is a great way to keep on top ofimportant
information about these planes (rw'rv.twincessna.org).

Will I keep it? I'm already thinking about 300 KTS and 1,100 NM trips. That means
turboprop. Once again, Jerry Temple and other skilled professionals will be helping me in
the disposition ofthe 414,A ard acquisition ofmy next flying carpet.

Glenn Kauft
North Palm Beach, FL


